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September 5, 2008

Chairwoman Anp Yates

Town of Wawayanda Planning Board
P.O. Box 296

State Hill, New York 10973

Re:  Town of Wawayanda Planning Board

Competitive Power Ventilators Valley Energy Center Electric Genera
Facility (“CPV”) and

Brookfield Resource Recovery Facility

Dear Chairwoman Ann Yates and Planning Board merabers:

We are the attorneys for the Enlarged City School District of Middletown (4]
The Board of Education has requested that we convey 1o the Town of W
Planning Board its comments on the draft scoping document regarding the prop
Project.

In preparing our remarks, we have reviewed the Draft Scoping Dogument date
2008, prepared by CPV.

Section 4.1.1- Land Use:

1. Expand the types of land uses to be analyzed in the primary and secon
areas to include other sensitive receptors, including public and private s
hospitals. We note that the Truman Moon Pritnary Center, an element
which houses a population of 423 students, is located within approxim

mile radius of the project site.

We are concerned with the impact this type of facility may have on air g
request that CPV expand the proposed study areas beyond the proposs
two mile radius to include a five mile radius. We note that in addition

Moon, there are six additional school facilities within a two to five mil

the project gite. RE
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Chairwoman Ann Yates

Town of Wawayanda Platning Board
September $, 2008

Page 2 of 2

3, To assist the Board and the public to identify potential sensitive receptors, CPV
should plot (on a map) the radius of the study areas.

Section 4.1.4 (2) — Public Policy:

Include on the map of the primary and secondary study areas, existing primary and
secondary schools and other sensitive receptor sites.

Section 4.5.1 — Socivecanornics:

Include an analysis of the need for, itapacts and approvals required for any praposed tax
abatement programs or other financial incentives sought by CPV, such as|a PILOT
agreement.

General Comment:

Include a discussion, analysis and proposed plans to address potential minor or
catastrophic emergency and/or disaster that may result from the operations of the facility,
including hazardous material Telease, fire, or terrorist activity,

On a separate matter, we respectfully request that the Planning Board include the District
as an interested agency for the SEQRA review of the Brookfield Resourde Facility
project.

The District appreciates the opportunity to address its concerns to the Planning Board
about these applications.

Should you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact the Superinfendent of
Schools, Dr. Kemneth Bastwood,

Sincerely yours,
bk s Yo
A
Judith Crelin Mayle

JCMmrdll

cc:  Dr. Kenneth Eastwood, Superintendent of Schools
John Razzano, Town Supervisor
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Box 247
Slate Hill, NY 10973
September 5, 2008

Platming Board
Town of Wawayanda
c/o Town Hall
Ridgebury Road
Slate Hill, NY 10973

Re: Scoping Session for CPV

Dear Dr. Yates and Members of the Planning Board,

Everyone in the Town of Wawayanda is acutely aware of our high taxes and|our lack
of businesses that can share the tax load. The clarion call from seme of our le ership
had therefore been the concept of “CLEAN RATABLES.”

We have all witnessed Middletown’s debacle with Masada’s garbage to ol plant
which may bring 700 tractor trailer loads of trash and sewage sludge through our town
with all of the associated traffic congestion, smell and noise. '

Our own version of CLEAN RATABLES is now down to the east coast’s largest
junkyard (Brookfield) and yet another proposed power plant. Wawayanda’s citizens
spoke loudly and clearly when we were faced with the Wawayanda Energy plant
proposed by Calpine and the citizens also spoke loudly on this type of facility when they
were surveyed by the town in 2005.

Let’s explore all of the impacts of CPV under the lens of CLEAN, RATAEBLE and JOB
CREATION,

Will the plant be CLEAN?

Noise

In their scoping docurnent, CPV admits that there are “na State or Federal noise standards

directly applicable to the Project. However, ........ compliance with Town of Wawayanda
noise standards will also be evaluated.” You all know that there is NO NOISE
STANDARD in Wawayanda. Town resjdents, as well as MPZC (I) have been asking the

Town board for years for 2 Noise Ordinance, to no avail. It needed to have been put into
place BEFORE these types of projects came to our town. Unfortunately, these|types of
projects will continue to come at us as our town’s strategic decision makers have done
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nothing to enact any voise legislation. Noise is a particularly sore subject in the
Slate Hill, as the unconscionably loud compressor motors from Balchem are aimed
directly at the residents of dowatown Slate Hill 24/7 for the last 7 years, ruining| our
quality of life and our property values. How did this come to be, and how and why is it
allowed to continue?? In this case, they should be made to mmtigate their un le
noise by moving their compressors and aiming them at the commercial part of town
(toward the firehouse) instead of at the residential part of town. They have no intention of
doing so, however. This comparison of noise offenses should be taken into consjderation
when/if CPV is allowed to site their compressors/motors. Please note that the same
person that allowed these compressor motors at Balchem is representing CPV. And once
a project is IN, nathing will be done about it.

Before we permit another egregious project to gain a foothold in this town, we rhust have

2 strong Noise Ordinance in place, bottom line! Both cutrent and upcoming projects
must be made to abide by it!

Yiewshed

Our citizens, when surveyed, valued the rural nature of the Town of Waway, Many
of our taxpayers came here to escape the urban nature of their community. Mr. Regan,
builder of vur new workforce housing complex, has also expressed some me: e of
dismay over the plant’s visual impact on his project, which everyone in the town worked
hard to site. What mitigation factors / compensations will be made by CP'V to help
maintain the rural nature of our town? If we recal] correctly, Calpine attempted fto do
some measure of mitigation by contributing significantly to the restoration of seyeral
significant community buildings. What will be the EMR impact of the high tensjon lines
on the many, many workforce housing children who will live at Mr. Regan's facility?

Pipelines

What will be the impact and mitigation over the THREE major pipelines that will
traverse large portions of our town? Major issues are the gas line (security issue) and gray
water lines. The gas lines pose significant safety issues for town residents. Are the current
gray water pipes capable of handling 233,000 gallons per day to and from the
Middletown Sewer Plant? Will this Private project claim eminent domain and tdke
people’s properties away for those pipes? What will be the temperature rise from the
discharge water as it re-enters the Wallkill?

On Site Fuel Storage

CPV proposed having a 1 million gallon tank sited between Rt.84 and Rt.6. t is the
visual impact of this tank, and how does it impact our viewshed? What security measures
will be taken to protect the citizenry in case of a fire? What measures will be in place if

the tank leaks into Middletown’s aquifer (in close proximity to this venture).
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CPV is seeking tax breaks (THR Aug.21, 2008). HOW WILL THIS BENEFIT OUR

TOWN???

Emissions

One doesn’t have to be a rocket scientist to make the argument that this plant’s ¢missions
will negatively impact the (at least) respiratory health of the town’s inhabitants. We will

leave the professional jargon and particulars to those better sujted to deal with tk
However, we are concerned about those relentless emissions!

e1n.

So what about RATABLES? The pattern of the past is the promise for the future
where ratables are concerned. Shoemaker Station, Wawayauda’s existing power plant,

was once the town’s highest valved parcel. Then as the energy market collapsed

we

LOST wmost of the RATABLE value of the plant. This exact scenatio has been repeated

by the devaluation of Orange & Rockland’s plant at Tompkins Cove under Max:?ntz
Q

management. The devaluation of the O&R plant neatly destroyed the tax base
North Rockland School District in Haverstraw.

Now our neighbors in Newburgh, New Windsor and Marlboro face the same

destruetion of their tax base from the devaluation of the power plants at Roseton,
attached article details the potential DOUBLING of school taxes and potential re

plans to the power plant owners by area school districts.

f'the

The
epayment

Will sustainable, high paying jobs be created by CPV, or will we be creating
wage, 1o benefit jobs like the warehouse project that will lie across the street
The project has been touted as a job creator during its construction stage. Truth

more low
CPV?

known, there will be high paying jobs. They will no doubt be umion jobs from ontside
contractors using an outside workforee. (Please note article in THR 9/03/08 re: ORMC

using non-local labot.) These workers won’t spend a dime in our town as we haj
place to houze them or feed them.

So will CPV be a ratable at all? Not clean, not likely ratable and not a signifid
employer. So what compensations are 1o be offered to the townspeople for the
health and quality of life? What do we get out of al these NEGATIVE impacts

€ no

rant
rifice of
77?7

The finished project will provide some sustained employment and that is note
However, the cumulative negative environmental and negative quality of life iss

d,
s that
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this project will generate more than outwe; i :
2 , igh anything on the plus side of umn
the residents of Wawayanda. P tbe column for
Sincerely yours,

Dow 0ua Tip,

Dan and Erika Myers
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‘And now, you must pay
Mariboro schoal district releases post-Dynegy tax ratas
by Du Rarton, 1are Bdwatds and Currie W. Ross

The other atwog has Gien, but thix one had the impact of 8 hob-bajled boat stamping on & taxpayec's stunped face.
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Laxt Thursdgy, Avg, 21, the Mastbore Board of Tducatlon fad the uncaviable and gric task of approving the mx lévy For the 2008-09 sliovl yuaz. Whilsigiving the nod o the
rengh.

sanding eutof hutdreds of upweleowma b bilts {8 hever n fup thing far trustees, thix year was aipatiolly

In May, the disteiey loymed that Dynegy, te Mouston-tesed snargy company whieh awns the Roseton and Tapekatnmer power plants, propecties which|oce comprised R lftta

mommmxl‘atm:m:rbommwBﬂmalmmmbmmlcdtu-ixvmmn tax certinrort gur with the Town af Newdbnrgh, the municl
plants alt. Wiile this was not o total 8t .hmajalbwnlﬂl!.thapknh'wmﬂmgmg L -

from 8146 billian ta $895 milllan, & loss

ality in wirich the

aBEEEEMENt was
Dynegy went from paying about $17 in pchoal taxes 10 $12.4 millim.»id!du'Mtbnmwme-uefu-whwi¢mumpw.um'rmuu barough, which
@akes up moay dﬂ)%?:lhool district, Just cotaplated a revaluation of its properniod, bringing thelr amveyped valogs upr Yo clirent (well, ot lngst &w g nl.nmp] )guu,ush'
rlax proposal

hoteownexs feaced bifls cemid go up 08 xtivich 0% 50 to 40 percent. While the digtrier anded adopting & contingency budget after
it May, they etill had 1 Jovy $27.080.509, @ 7.76 percio incrsase over the 300708 levy of Gaq.,qln,;%

weny Ao gt the polls

het acroxs the board,

On ‘Thursday, the board and districy ficod the mosic and Approved tha (oBawing tax rutes. [n MarBrough, the 2008-09 rate will be V159842 n,oo&gfw POpesty

value, While thot i» 2 not-total {undonoe-shacking 7.93 peroent iaicuse over last YEAr's ratw, the new ciee hppliow to the new ansesymerts, which are

Whle cvarymon’s tax dituation bs 4:cont, district officials told amoisy publication that school tares are potig up appreimatoly 57 pareent it Mariborogh.
Ttis no pretter in the mwme of Mattekill and Newbeogk, Placexdll's 2008-09 xate will bx; Bap.pR10 pir $1,000 of agcsscd [roperty vahie, an fucrean of 3493 peccent.
perTant.

Newburgh's tats will be #61.6704 per $1,000 of axsestsd property value, an lhareas of 24.34

TR may have not tet the warst schoo) board meating sws by Muriboro, but it had ro be the wazat in rocent Th

£A by oy allencas,

e WInge were
aighin of reaignation aud digguat and cxprowsion of fMusmration at the vitsstion and the e In rofwrming school funding stetewide. Whils totistaes really had g cholaa other

than to approve tha odlous tax hike. they did it with eutrze refoctance. "What happens 36T voig ‘o™ agked Teuatee Dennis Fiynp,
"W need to collect teree, “ repiied distoict Buginess Matiger Neyza Sensenig.
"We hrve to de 1t, said bewt Vies President MaryAnae Lantaglio,

And achool board Presldent Stave Addzashick, geis his hablr, Pepestedl his 53t which took on an sdded urgency and Bty that night: "Pumding schwpls by peoparty tavag

P so change, [ti8 untxir, archaic, aud it Bps communities apart.
Dlatrict Bupenintudent Ray Castolant sabd he wag gextinyg ready for B wave of unhappiness from ixpayern. “We're going to ba gpetting phong mally and Jt's

not pleasant,”

Castellani 4414, andt we have to "ely on the cormutidey e wiek togather thretigh this.” Caellanl Promiaed there will he.an "eduvationkl campaizn® on how and why the

incransi yre happentyg,
"We feal utibelievably terrible,~ Adnmahiok said

3rA achoal staff, there were shoux thyes community tembers an hand,) 1o Il wroek in August; whereare the oy of the peopic? ... [The comm

) Bas bo saey

Reaction in the community was gllim and angry. At Thursday's meeting, ottmo fuoad of Newburgh dureried the increase umd s lack efpublic ﬂm,T {Other than repormar

woiwing and somplain,” Reed said, adding, "Bvatybery complaing bus nabady oomet. I alwgys show up; everybody Joaves It for the e guy-

The It f Niok Alibagtiato of MarTboro was diveaind i many diesctions, = 's thess politietnns,” gaid Abbaghiato, *The cutragenus thing is when & Py tgoes 1 Kid with them
and thoy sy that they will 1owir the asscsarventy when te whes the tex) ostate prical 1o down. Well, they didn't 80 down. Lot us docide whol the mency & for. Yhees teackers
Tant caives. No onie anywhere 1d gecting suince, not it LBM, Dot anywhere. They Ve got to brm up thiv teaohers’ unien. The teachery and poliidiatia ave ik the haves,’ and we're

Hxethe have-pote™

Lould 5t haovs boan worse?

It an Interview a few days after thve evtiing, CassolZani tafled Ghout & eltmtiar cise in $oeldand County whare a haplres school district in a wiilar gpot md
AmOs-166 parait tax incress.

“Apposdmately two years ago in the £l of 2006, another Mot s cctiornri lawsutt led by the Mirant Power Corp. ngalkmat the North Rockland Schoal
of Haverriraw atd Stony Point and Rockiand County was ntelalag. The facts of Miraat's suit wero vary almilar to the Dymegy ouit,” Catellani waid "Tike
Cocporation hud ewo nmmﬂhip!mb on it property and seught s o parment roduttion in ansemed valuation. A long and ardesng negotiations rocess
pfmu;! uulmgrmm it Whraveded at the end, The: stab: Scmceme Coit §) White Plainy hasrd the case and rendersd & dacivon to reduts the ang
Plants dramaticai 2008,

dod up desling with an

Pistrict and the towna
, the Mivag)
pok pince atd 4

essed vajuntion of the

“This declsion had two eCRpiL P, the mxaayd value of the plat was roduced going Forwand into 067 and the future, shifting the butden from Mirant
owner., Secoid, the valne of the power tienm wan redured going hackowacd seven yeiti, resulting jp b refutd to b peid by the Morth Rockiand Schpal Dy
miilion,” s Castelani, (In catkisar, e MutTbere school dletict and Dynegy seitled on an 811 nlltian payback, with #5.6 million being kept in a fund
Kpwial BRpOSLARG 0T in the genoral operating budger,)

“0vor @ two-yemr pettod the impact of this sextiement taylted in & acas 00 pexcert increase in txes for the North Hookigad schoo? district restdenta. Al
diswzitt i thres t0 tour tmee soalier than the North Rockland School Digwie, the circunutances of the Mirant Cotpotaions und Oy lawsuits were
Castellani. "In add(ﬁm@w- Aavenuit waa t0 be heard by the sammo stots Ripreess Gort judge in White Plains that rendered the Mirany decixion, Afler
axalyzed, it wos recognleed ehay gy was uocesatul in court, the yeenlt in Maribors could ba wmilar. with a subeantial mduetlon In eitrene asd

ond w distriet refund 1n the rangs of abour 840 milion.

ough the Manhorn
Mirant case was

~The Marthars Contra School District ang) s tapavery fueed o very dificult situation with Pynegy, e;ped-lly with the Micant Fower Plant Decision just uhfolding,” Cagtelland
e

581, "While, the Inoraan the distriet i faring in 2008~ {1 evnwmaly largs, (¢ |8 powhere near thi ovastating impact that Narth Rookand eeperian
dlstrice and the board of edvcation are ety euitive to the burden faced by ouy reddmes and Property owners ahd Is working vacy Yopd i Speratc clfich

Casvollant also sxid that compared to other dlxes % Maribara achosl tawes are not that bad, really,

yand In a coge-

“Up o this polut, bofore the Dydagy setement, Masiboro had the third lowent true B it in the comblusd three avantios of Ulstet, Orange and Sullivan,T sad Caseeding, who
wildod that he met with county Azsessor Dorothy Mastin to talX about the sltuation, Tn our meeting, we discussed ow now, with Dynegy's naw gesessmen L, Mariboro is right in
far with achas Jpcal communities an cazahle rtes. Xiar s to sy, 2 bome in Mazthorn worth 228,000 Row DAy 9 tax of $3.496, Afc STAR, it's £2,808 and with enhanced STAR,
" i

& $2.278- That sk home aasvesd 5t #2245000 in WollkiH i $2.452 padl afivc STAR 82,828 and with advancad BTAR, 12,293

Cmemesn vty

At Click here to discuss this articls in aur forum.

http://www.ulsterpublishing.com/index.cﬁn?ﬁxseaction=article&urtic]eID=462352
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September 8, 2008

Towtt of Wawayanda
Planning Board

B0 Ridgebury Hill Road
Slate Hill, NY 10973

SUBJECT: Competitive Power Ventures — Valiey Epergy Center
Dear Chairman and Board Members,
1 am writing on bebalf of the Orange County Partnership to wrge the Planning Boerd

to fsvorably consider a request by Competitive Powsr Ventures (CPV) to locate the
Valley Bnergy Center, a natural gas combined-cycle electric power gencrator plant,

on Routz 6 in the Town of Wawayanda. The Partnership firmly belisves that this ne&

state-of-the-art power plant would promote the creation of excellent, highspaying jo
and Tax ratesbles in the Town of Wawayanda and Minisink School Distriet,

In this highly competitive warket where the numbers of new corporate facilitics and
expansions have bean steadjly shrinking over the past 5 years, we are not only

conpeting for projects nationially, but globally, Additionally, we read cvery day aboi[lt

the shortage of power in the northeast corridor and the addition of this power
genarating plant will further position the town for futare balanced growth. It is
eritical thas we porition oursetves for acceas

CPV is demonstrating jts commitment to a clean energy fisture, a better environmentyl
future, and especially to this comumunity. The principals in this endesvor zre making

avery effort to meet with citizens to inform and assure them of the. value and viabilit
of this project. A local office will be opened 1o make the process convenientand |
transparent. Please consider these positlve impacts to the community while going
through the soooping process:

* This 630 Megawatt facility will help meet the growing energy needs of the
Lower ¥iudson ygllex_ region as jdentified by the New York Independent
Systerns Operator, while improving the reliability of the state’s electric
infrastructure.

* Ata cost of some $800 million this facility would be the largest taxpayer
far in the Town of Waywayanda and Minisink School District. e

. :l'he plant will be sited in a M1 industrial zoned, designated growth corridor
in a perfoctly situated Jocation adjacent to 1-84. Approximately 75% of this
122-acre site will be uydeveloped.

¢ Thepejsan obvious synergy with the site’s proximity to the Marcy
trrpsmission lines to transmit the generatod power and the Millennium gas
line to fucl the plant. E @

009
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= This facility would be an additional user for the newly created water and
sewer district, helping offset the Towns expenses in that regard.

»  During construction, this project will employ up to 400 people over a two-
year period.

*  Once operational, the plant will employ 25 empleyees earning aa average pf
$80,000 to $90,000 per yesr.

» CPV is successfully managing the day-to-day operation and maimenance ¢f
more than 6,000 MW of generation in eight states to provide improved
financial returng, enhanced envirommental protection and greater consumer
benefits.

s  This highly efficient, state-of-the art technology utilizing a Combined Cycle
Electric Generator will generate local, cleaner electricity that reduces
dependence on older and coal bumning power plants and is better for our
environment. The process generates electricity from natural gas and the
waste heat is used to mpake steam to generale addjtional electricity viaa
steam turbine.

v . Under a proposed Payment In Lieu of Taxes (FILOT) the coropany would
pay approxjmately $30 million into the local economy providing revenue 1o
support vital public services, school finding, and possible rax relief,

In closing, the Orange County Partnership respectfully requests that your Board act
favorably upon the request from Competitive Power Ventures.

Thauk you fer your time and consideration.

ORANGE COUNTY
HIiP

OPRKICE OF ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
5

00—




New York State Department of Environmental Conservation
Division of Environmental Permits, 4™ Floor

625 Broadway, Albany, New York 12233-1750 | e

Phone: (518) 402-9167 « FAX: (518) 402-9168
Website: www.dec.ny.qov :

Alexander B. Grannis
Commissioner

September 10, 2008

Ann Yates

Chairperson

Town of Wawayanda Planning Board
P.O. Box 296

Slate Hill, New York 10973

RE: Comments — Draft Scoping Document, CPV Valley Energy Center,
Wawayanda (T), Orange County

Dear Ms. Yates:

The Department of Environmental Conservation (“Department”) has reviewed the Draft
Scoping Document dated June 27, 2008 for the CPV Valley Energy Center. The Scoping
document was prepared in accordance with 6 NYCRR Part 617 (State Environmental Quality
Review Act (SEQR)) and distributed for review to involved and interested agencies by the Town
of Wawayanda, the lead agency for the environmental review. Based on the Department’s
review of the document it respectfully submits the following comments:

3.0 Summary of Discretionary Approvals and Involved/Interested Agencies

United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA).

In addition to administering the PSD program in New York State, the United States
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) will also be responsible for the PM 2.5 New Source
Review (NSR) until such time that the Department modifies 6 NYCRR Part 231 (New Source
~ Review In Nonattainment Areas and Ozone Transport Region).

United States Army Corps of Engineers (USACOE). :
It is unclear from the information provided in the scoping document that the project will
- qualify for coverage under any of the Nationwide Permits. This sectipn should also recognize
the need for an individual permit pursuant to Section 404 of the Clean Water Act from
USACOE.

New York State Department of Environmental Conservation.

The listed State environmental regulations should include the -above referenced Part 231
It should also be noted that the Clean Air Interstate Rule (CAIR), referenced in this section, may
not be applicable because of a recent court decision vacating the federal rule. (US Federal Court
of Appeals; State of North Carolina v. USEPA; July 11, 2008).




by the EPA until the Department modifies 6 NYCRR Part 231. However,
Commissioner Policy 33: Assessing and Mitigating Impacts of Fine Particulate
Matter Emissions is still applicable and must be addressed in the Draft EIS.

. Item 4.7.1(i). The stack emissions estimates should include the Prevention of
Significant Deterioration (PSD) increments.

. Item 4.7.1(n). This item should be deleted because it is not consistent with the
approach in DAR-10 noted in Item 4.7.1(m).

. Item 4.7.3. Other Air Related AnalSrses. The visibility impairment analysis
should include State parks in the assessment.

4.10 Infrastructure

4.10.1 Water Supply

~ Section 4.10.1 of the scoping document addresses water supply issues related to the
proposed facility. This section ‘which pertains to the water supply for the project is contradictory
to other descriptions of the water supply found elsewhere in the scoping document.

First, as currently organized in the scoping document the water supply section does not
adequately differentiate the topics of potable water source needs and process or cooling
requirements. For clarity purposes the Department would suggest the water supply section be
divided into two separate sections which separately discuss 1) water source needs and process
and 2) water source cooling requirements.

The primary concern of the Department with regard to the water supply analyses is the
source and volume of water to be used for cooling water purposes. As indicated in the Section
2.0 Project Description, the facility will be an air-cooled combined cycle facility. As indicated in
the scoping document, this limits the cooling water demand to 295,000 gallons per day (gpd).
The Department considers this the Best Technology Available for a new facility and does not
consider it to be an issue. However, if the project sponsor is considering alternatives to the
proposed cooling technology, it needs to be fully addressed in the Draft EIS.

With regard to the discussion of the source of the process water, the scoping document
should be revised to indicate that gray water from the Middletown Wastewater Treatment Plant
is the preferred source of cooling water for the facility. The scoping document states that gray
water may be the “possible” cooling water source.

The Draft EIS should fully address gray water from the Middletown WWTP as a cooling
water source and all impacts, both positive and negative, associated with using gray water for
cooling. In addition, Section 617.9(b)(5)(v) requires that an EIS include “a description and
evaluation of the range of reasonable alternatives to the action that are feasible, considering the
objectives and capabilities of the project sponsor.”

- For instance, if groundwater is being considered a source of cooling water, the scoping
document should be revised to include a discussion about the protocol by which the project
sponsor would determine if there is sufficient groundwater in the area to support the project.
Further, the protocol should outline how potential impacts from the groundwater will be
analyzed. For instance, there are extensive wetlands on the project site and the Department is




4.12 Terrestrial Ecology

4.12.3 Wetlands

Department staff visited the project site in 2006-2007 to delineate the Department
freshwater wetlands on site. The validated survey map was originally dated June 14, 2006 and
revised on July 2, 2007. This delineation and survey should be used in project development and
the analysis of wetland impacts from the project. The Department can make the information
available to the project sponsor if needed.

In addition, the potential impacts to the on site wetlands from the potential use of
groundwater as a water supply source should be evaluated.

4.14 Cumulative Impacts

The project description makes reference to the gas and electric transmission lines that
will be required for the project. However, the scoping document does not indicate that the Draft
EIS will address the potential impacts from these associated facilities. The Department
recognizes that if these facilities are subject to review under Article VII of Public Service Law
are considered Type II actions pursuant to SEQR. As stand alone projects, these facilities would
not need to be reviewed pursuant to SEQR, however, because they are associated with a bigger
project, the Draft EIS will need to address these portions of the project and their potential
mmpacts. The cumulative impact section would seem to be the appropriate place for this review.

The Department suggests that if Article VII certificates are required for these facilities,
that the applications be included as appendices to the Draft EIS. This is a similar approach that
has been taken in similar projects and this ensures the SEQR record is comprehensive. If an
Article VII certificate is not required for either facility or the Article VII application is not
available at the time of submission of the Draft EIS, then, the following information should be
included in cumulative impact section:

. Detailed description of the proposed line, including interconnecting facilities,
route, and who will construct and operate the facilities.

. Alternative analysis, including routes and installation techniques (i.e., overhead
vs. underground).

e A map level and literature review assessment of the probable environmental
impacts and proposed mitigation to wildlife habitat, wetlands, water bodies, water
‘resources, groundwater, soils, vegetation, cultural resources and land use along
the proposed corridor. ’

5.0 Alternatives

As discussed numerous times above, the Draft EIS must address alternative cooling water
.supply sources.

6.0 Appendices to Accompany Draft EIS

The appendices identified in the scoping document is not an exhaustive list and it should
be recognized that additional appendices will be required as the Draft EIS is prepared. For
instance, the list included in the draft scoping document does not include a reference to the
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