winter tradition Saturday by
recognizing as its veteran of
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the month a veteran
of either
the Civil War or the Revolutionary War.

Union Army on May 9, 1864.
A flag will fly over the All
Wars Memorial in Bantam
until Feb. 3 as a tribute to
Sedgwick.

Sedgwick of New Hartford,
and their nephew, William
Sedgwick of Harwinton.
Allyn Sedgwick presented
a flag to Post 44 during the

ment group.
Maj. Gen. Sedgwick, born
Page : B01
Sept. 13, 1813 in the Cornwall
See VETERAN, Page 3B

Grant will be used for school garden project
BY BILL BITTAR
REPUBLICAN-AMERICAN

OXFORD — Old tennis
courts behind Great Oak
Middle School were transformed last year into a school
garden where students will
learn about agriculture by
growing tomatoes, peppers,
green beans and other crops.
This year, plans to enhance it
with a greenhouse and an outdoor classroom received a
boost from a $15,000 community grant.
It will be the first use of a
$50,000 annual payment from
CPV Towantic’s $117.6 million tax stabilization agreement with the town for the
company’s
785-megawatt
power plant under construction on Woodruff Hill Road. A
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Guests enjoy refreshments following the dedication of a
new garden at Great Oak Middle School in Oxford in September. The garden, which was built on the school’s old tennis courts, was made possible, in part, by a grant from the
Department of Agriculture, numerous donations, and volunteers.
fund was set up to use the annual payment for youth and
community programs.

The Oxford Community
Support Committee vets proposals and makes grant rec-

ommendations to the Board
of Selectmen for a final decision. On Wednesday night,
the board approved the
$15,000 grant for the garden.
“It definitely fits the criteria for our grant very well,”
Todd Romagna, chairman of
the Oxford Community Support Committee, said of the
garden project. “It’s going to
be used for all the children in
town for many years to
come.”
Kathleen O’Neil, the town’s
grant writer, filled out the application on behalf of the Oxford Agricultural Advisory
Committee.
The town recently received
a second annual $50,000 payment from CPV for 2018, so
See GRANT, Page 3B
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Grade 12 – Honors
Mohammad Adil, Gloria Avila,
Republican-American
- 01/08/2018
Jaden Battle, Abdel-Kader
Ben-Toukour, Troy Birkett, Alize Brown, Mattae BurgosMaia, Gladys Carrasquillo,
Zarria Carter, Carmen Castro,
Joshua Collado, Christian
Colon, Norberlee Cortes, Adriana Cruz, Denis Cuevas, Aleaha Diaz, Shiyanne Dunkley,
Ryan Espino, Shyra Fisher,
Shanice Francis, Tyler Galante,
Starly Garcia, Nicholas Goodson, Melissa Green, Mikaylia
Henry, Maria Hernandez, Eric
Johnson, J’Kara Johnson,
Mileena Kissoon, Maximillian
Kodi, Dajon Lopez, Natalia
Lopez, Glenda Marcelin,
Kendra McPherson, Carlos
Medina, Marena Melendez, Elijah Miller, Gabriel Miranda, Erika Moore, Amanda Moran, Allaysia Murrell, Gabriel Oviedo,
Juan Perez, Leslie Perez, Sidney Perez, Andreana Petro,
Malisa Phaykoo, Paris
Ramirez-Garcia, Jackyra
Ramos, Jelina Rodriguez,
Megan Romaniello, Christian
Rosas, Alexis Ruiz, Nicholas
Sandore, Joneal Scott, Zariah
Scott, Indira Seepersaud, Selma Sejdi, Christian Sills, Sierra
Silva, Adrian Soto, Gladymar
Soto, Chase Taylor, Pedro Tejada, Jermayah Troche, Jesus
Velez, Katerina Velez, Keisha
Velez, Linda Villagran-Juarez,
Brittany Walker, Sharian
Watkiss, Armani Weaver,
Alana White, Maniya Whyte,
Maisen Wiggins, Ka’Shon
Young, Joshua Zaragoza.

E: Organizing
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said it “was nice” to see
attendance the second day
“almost doubled.”
She attributed that to
“the quality of conversations that we’re having
and to the hunger to have
those conversations and to
see the community with
like-minded folks in Waterbury to dialogue. I’m so
glad people are talking
about this in Waterbury.”
During his workshop on
advocacy during that December, Goodrich said organizing “is the most important step we failed to
do.”
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Union leader

chamber’s finances and
manage programs, events
and sponsorships. She also
will be in charge of member

can meet Augur.
Contact Ajhani Ayres at
aayres@rep-am.com.
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GRANT: Funds to
boost Oxford goals
Finance Director James
Hliva said $85,000 is now
sitting in the account.
“It’s gonna be a great
thing for Oxford to have
these monies available for
groups to continue with
their agenda and goals,”
Romagna said.
He encourages community organizations to review
the criteria for grants on the
town’s website, www.oxford-ct.gov, where application forms can be downloaded. Completed applications should be turned in to

the Selectmen’s Office at
Oxford Town Hall.
Tonight, the committee
will review a proposal of
around $2,000 by the Oxford Great Oak Cheerleaders for new uniforms, and
Romagna heard other proposals are in the pipeline.
All are welcome to attend
tonight’s committee meeting, which will have a public comments session, at 7
p.m. at Town Hall.
Contact Bill Bittar at bbittar@rep-am.com.

TACKS: Shots heard
from mayor’s office
Continued from 1B
Mayor Neil M. O’Leary
announced Thursday the
city is targeting two gangs
responsible for an “uptick
in gunplay” in the past
year. Police arrested several men Wednesday who
they say are members of
the 960 gang behind a
shooting outside a city
courthouse Tuesday morning. “Believe it or not,
these people are responsible for much of the spike in
gunplay,” O’Leary said during his radio broadcast on
WATR 1320 AM. “They
drive by each others’ hous-

es and fire off shots to let
them know they are thinking about each other.”
City officials were shaken by a shooting Tuesday
morning outside the downtown courthouse. O’Leary
said city police are ramping
up their efforts to clamp
down on these groups.
“I could actually hear the
shots from my office,”
O’Leary said.
Contributing: Jonathan
Shugarts and Michael
Puffer in Waterbury, Josie
Albertson-Grove in Torrington and Bill Bittar in Southbury.

Pull together for the
Campership Fund
blogs.rep-am.com/
campership

Tony’s

TIRES & WHEELS
You can’t afford
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